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BROMELIAD SOCIETY OF SAN FRANCISCO

                               January 2004

Our next meeting will be held on Thursday, January 15, 2004 at 7:30 PM
Recreation Room, San Francisco County Fair Building, 9th Avenue at Lincoln Way, Golden Gate Park, San

Francisco

January Program

Argentina: Bromeliads, Cacti,
and Architecture

Last October, several of our members went
to Argentina on an organized tour to the
northern third of the country. Although the
trip was advertised as a trip to see cacti,
there is a wealth of bromeliads in the areas
we visited.  In fact, our first stop was to see
a large mass of puyas in flower.  Peter  Wan
brought two digital cameras and tripods
with him and came back with thousands of
wonderful pictures.  He has edited these into
a show for this month that you should not
miss.

Note that our  meeting this month will be
held in the auditor ium instead of the
recreation room.  The recreation room is
undergoing renovations to cor rect the
acoustics problems.  Last time we met in
the auditor ium it was rather  cold, so
dress warmly.

Here are Mar ilyn Moyer , Peder  Samuelsen,
and Peter  Wan gearing up for the flight from
Miami to South America.

NEWSLETTER
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Some Thoughts on Potting Mediums
for  Neoregelias

This article by Jimi Prinz is reprinted from the
November 2002 POTPOURRI, the newsletter of the
Greater New Orleans Bromeliad Society. I do not
know why the author has specified his recommended
potting medium only for neoregelias.

It seems, almost without exception, that anytime
two or more neoregelia growers meet, one subject
that is sure to come up for an airing is the merit
of various potting mediums.  Any of the formulas
given in these notes will do a good job as you can
see by the superlative plants these people grow.  I
think the best advice anybody ever gave me was,
“Find out what works best for you and stick to
it.”   This really makes sense if you stop to think
about it.  Each of us has a different set of
circumstances, and hence, a different set of
problems.  If you can figure out what the
problems are you are well on the way to having
them licked.

Let’s take a look at some formulas…

Dennis Warren uses one part peat, one part
Baccto potting soil, and one part Perlite.  Claud
Ward grows his plants in a mix of 80% fine
ground fir bark and 20% Perlite, well blended.
The fir bark is sold in local nurseries as a ground
cover.  He says he just blends it up real well.
Charlie Meilleur grows his plants in a 50-50 mix
of Perlite and peat.  Also about 5% sand and
some Peter’s fertilizer of the 20-20-20 formula
mixed up with it.  Then, there is my medium.
Nothing on God’s green earth but straight Perlite
run through a �  inch screen of hardware cloth.  I
use the fine stuff that falls through the screen for
other crops around here and hang onto the coarse
grade for my bromeliads.  I put about a ½ inch
layer of well washed pea gravel on top of the
Perlite so it doesn’ t wash out of the pots.

To set up your ideal mix, you must think of what
your special problems are and what you must
avoid, as well as what you are trying to
accomplish.  The criteria my mix (or medium)
must meet follow:

1. Maximum drainage
2. Simple formula
3. Lightweight
4. Easily obtainable
5. Inexpensive
6. Not prone to breakdown
7. Not prone to salt buildup.

As far as drainage is concerned, it tops my
priorities list because I must depend upon others
to help with the watering.  Now these folks are
real enthusiastic employees and they want to do a
real good job for me, so they water everything in
the place, and the first thing I know is that I’ ve
got some drowned plants on my hands.  I have
found too, that when you have to depend on
others for anything, that simplicity is your best
friend.  Since
I put so many plants on one bench in the seedling

Tillandsia xiphioides was one of the many tillandsias
we saw in Argentina.  Photo is by Derek Butcher and
courtesy of the Florida Council of Bromeliad Societies.
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house and the pups too, for that matter, too much
weight is a no-no.  Availability fall in the list
because even getting supplies to Alice, Texas is a
chore sometimes.  Besides, with the expenses
these days, if you are not real careful you can
wind up with a heck of a lot of money tied up in
inventory FAST.  When you have to keep 16
greenhouses, the expenses of labor in repotting
can eat you up in a hurry.  Since the medium has
shown no sign of degradation nor salt buildup in
three years use, I think we have that point
whipped too.

One more point in this paean of praise for the
medium Perlite will be illustrated in this snap of
two pups potted within three days of one another,
if you could see the date on those tags [photo
snapshot not available, Ed.].  The one on the left
has absolutely no root development after being
potted in a fairly common potting medium.  The
one on the right has roots a good inch and a half
long at only 3 months of age.  This article sounds
like I was selling Perlite on commission, but I’m
not.  I am simply impressed with the performance
of the stuff.

As I said at first, this is not intended to be a series
of absolutes; only some thoughts that will help
you decide what you must do to grow prettier
neoregelias.

New Year ’s Resolutions Checkup

This article by Herb Plever is reprinted from the
January 1994 BROMELIANA, newsletter of the New
York Bromeliad Society.  Although some of our
members grow their bromeliads in greenhouses, many
more grow them indoors that is the thrust of this
article.  In any case, these resolutions are worth each of
us thinking about for his collection.

We’d all like to reorganize our setups so our plants
would grow better with less time spent on them.

14 years ago, in the December 1980 issue of
BROMELIANA, I discussed various problems I had
been having with my bromeliads.  I attributed these
cultural difficulties mainly to my having devoted
insufficient time to too large a collection.  Then in the
January 1980 issue I made a number of resolutions in
the hope it would impel me and readers similarly

plagued to act.  (Committing resolutions to print makes
it harder to break them.)

This is a good time to review those resolutions both for
my benefit and yours.  In 1980 I resolved to:

1. Eliminate overcrowding which shades out
available light.  To do this I said I would take
the following steps:

a. I would reduce the size of my
collection by becoming more
selective in my purchases and by
keeping only those plants that grow
best in my conditions.  I said I would
sell or give away those plants that
didn’ t do well, or that took up a lot
of space or that were only
moderately attractive.  Except for
tillandsias (which don’ t take up
much space) I said I would get rid of
extra plants, but would keep doubles
of Aechmea chantinii, A. fasciata
and a few others.  An inventory of
my current collection reveals that
indeed I have reduced the number of
potted plants, but I have greatly
increased my mounted tillandsias.

I’ve stopped buying neoregelias because even
my sunny south window can’ t keep their color
in the winter.  I grow only one specimen of
Neoregelia carolinae cv. Perfecta Tricolor in
that window.  It is a very light sensitive,
compact grower which blooms when it is only
12”-14”  in diameter.  The only other neos I
grow are N. Little Rose (which colors up
brilliantly and flowers under fluorescent
lights); N. lilliputiana and N. ampullacea cv.
Minutae (which color up, flower and clump in
an east window in 3”  pots).  I even have
improved on my resolution by keeping only
one specimen of each plant I grow.

b. Sharply cutting back the leaves of
plants being held only for pups.  This
is a practice I still adhere to and
recommend.  If you cut the leaves
back almost to the center you will
save much space and greatly increase
the light to the pups and adjacent
plants.  Be ruthless and do it.

2. Increase available light by washing my
windows, fluorescent lights and reflectors
more often.  I confess that I don’ t do this
thankless chore often enough.  But it should
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be done.  Removing the grime on the window
panes and the dust on the tubes, etc. will
increase significantly the light reaching your
plants.  So, New Year ’s Resolution Number
1 is that I  will wash my windows and tubes
more often.

3. I had resolved to rotate window grown plants
to get uniform configuration instead of the
leaves all leaning in the direction of the light.
I confess I don’ t rotate until I notice a
significant leaning which is really too late.
New Year ’s Resolution Number  2 is that I
will rotate my window sill plants regular ly
either  bi-weekly or  monthly.

4. Another 1980 resolution I have kept is to
periodically inspect my plants and potting
media for signs of loss of aeration from
packed down material, insect pests, fungus
rot, instability, etc.  I keep the bases of the
plants clean by trimming dead or yellowing
leaves and browned tips.  Leaves can be
stripped off easily by splitting them in half at
the apex and pulling the halves down and
apart through the sheaths which will come
away intact from the base.

5. In 1980 I resolved to check newly potted pups
at least twice a week to assure that they did
not dry out and were shaded from the sun
until established.  Indeed I have kept this
resolve.  I have made it easier to do by
keeping all my pups in the same area, wicked
into two reservoir trays.  And I manage to
spray these pups 4 to 5 times a week with a
dilute spray of 20-10-20 fertilizer.

6. In 1980 I resolved periodically to spray the
bases, lower leaf axils and media with Physan
20, a fungicide-algaecide.  I do this now but
perhaps too infrequently.

7. In 1980 I resolved to fertilize my plants once
a month from March through November, and
year round for plants growing under lights.
Now I fertilize window sill plants every two
weeks from March through November and
every 3-4 weeks during December through
February.  For the past 3 years I have been
using a high-strength 20-10-20 fertilizer
solution of 1 ½ tsp. to 1 gallon water plus �
tsp. Epsom Salts.  I made sure that I flushed
out this fertilizer with fresh water after about
an hour.  In the winter months I reduce the
strength to 1 tsp. fertilizer per gallon.

8. In 1980 I resolved to soak my tillandsias
weekly or bi-weekly, and I still adhere to that
schedule (though more often bi-weekly).  I
soak my tillandsias in the bathtub about 45
minutes.  The water is fertilized with 6 Tbl.
Of 20-10-20 fertilizer, 1 Tbl. Epsom Salts and
a few dropperfuls of Superthrive.  My
tillandsias have multiplied so rapidly that
instead of the 4 soakings my collection
needed in 1980 I now need 6 soakings.  This
takes too much of my time and my New
Year ’s Resolution Number  3 is to tr im and
reduce the size of the clumps so I  can get
by with 5 soakings.

No doubt you too have been talking about reorganizing
your setup and watering regimen but have not gotten
around to doing anything about it.  This is a good time
to make your list of resolutions and find the time to
start the work.

Think Hard

This quiz by Sally Thompson is reprinted from the
November 2002 POTPOURRI, the newsletter of the
Greater New Orleans Bromeliad Society.  Answer will
be in next month’s newsletter.

What do the following four bromeliads have in
common?

·  Catopsis comparta
·  Neophytum lymanii
·  Guzmania melinonis
·  Cryptbergia Rubra.
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BROMELIAD SOCIETY OF SAN FRANCISCO
2004 MEMBERSHIP FORM

NAME_________________________________________________________________

STREET_______________________________________________________________

APARTMENT (IF APPLICABLE)____________________________________________

CITY__________________________________________________________________

STATE________________________________________________________________

ZIP___________________________________________________________________

          May publish
PHONE (Home)____________________________________________ May not publish

          May publish
PHONE (Work)____________________________________________ May not publish

          May publish
Email Address____________________________________________ May not publish

MEMBERSHIP FEE (PER HOUSEHOLD) $12.00

PLEASE MAKE YOUR CHECK PAYMENT FOR THE TOTAL AMOUNT DUE PAYABLE TO
“BROMELIAD SOCIETY OF SAN FRANCISCO” OR TO  “BSSF”

MAIL TO:

Harold Charns
BSSF Treasurer
255 States Street
San Francisco, CA 94114-1405



BROMELIAD SOCIETY OF SAN FRANCISCO (BSSF)

The BSSF is a non-profit educational organization promoting the study and cultivation of bromeliads. The BSSF
meets monthly on the 3rd Thursday at 7:30 PM in the Recreation room of the San Francisco County Fair Building, 9th
Avenue at Lincoln Way, Golden Gate Park, San Francisco. Meetings feature educational lectures and displays of
plants.  Go to the affiliate section of the BSI webpage for information about our meetings.

The BSSF publishes a monthly newsletter that comes with the membership.  Annual dues are $12.  To join the
BSSF, mail your name(s), address, telephone number, and check made payable to the BSSF to:
Harold Charns, BSSF Treasurer, 255 States Street, San Francisco, CA 94114-1405.

BSSF 2004 OFFICERS  & DIRECTORS

PRESIDENT Carl Carter 510-661-0568 carl.carter@varianinc.com
VICE PRESIDENT Bruce McCoy 415-641-7511 bmccoy@inreach.com
SECRETARY Dorothy Dewing 650-856-1441
TREASURER Harold Charns 415-861-6043 Harold@States-Street.com
DIRECTORS: Keith Anderson 650-529-1278 e2keith@earthlink.net

Roger Lane 650-949-4831 rdodger@pacbell.net
Marilyn Moyer 650-365-5560 MarilynMoyer@comcast.net
Peder Samuelsen 650-365-5560 Pedersam@comcast.net
Peter Wan 408-605-2637 peterkwan@earthlink.net

BROMELIAD SOCIETY INTERNATIONAL

The Journal is published bimonthly at Orlando, Florida by the Bromeliad Society International.  Subscription price (in
U.S. $) is included in the 12-month membership dues: single ($28.), dual (2 members at one address receiving one
Journal -$30).  Address all membership and subscription correspondence to: Membership Secretary John Atlee,
1608 Cardenas Drive NE, Albuquerque, NM 87110-6628

BROMELIAD SOCIETY
              OF
SAN FRANCISCO

Roger Lane
Newsletter Editor
551 Hawthorne Court
Los Altos, CA 94024-3121

PAY YOUR DUES TO HAROLD CHARNS


